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INSTRUMENTATION
Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in B-flat
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones (TTB)
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (2 players; see requirements below)

Harp

Piano

Strings
THE SCORE IS IN C

PERCUSSION REQUIREMENTS

Player 1: Vibraphone, Antique Cymbals ﬁ (i.e., two crotales with handles, clashed together, sounding two octaves

higher than written); andithe following non-pitched instruments:

high med.-high

wood wood
block block . snare crash
guiro drum bongos congas cymbals fam-tam
- o >
® o
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& >
Player 2: Glockenspiel and the following non-pitched instruments:
med.-low low
wood wood sleigh snare
block block bells drum tambourine bongos congas bass drum
L o
1 s
L @
L g

N.B. If possible, Percussion players 1 & 2 should be located antiphonally on stage (far stage left/right). It is especially
desirable that passages in which the two players trade off material on bongos and congas be heard antiphonally.



TO CONTACT THE COMPOSER

alex@alexstephenson.com

PROGRAM NOTE

In the three movements of An Elemental Music, 1 seek to explore basic musical materials—things that are primary,
fundamental, or “elemental”—in fresh and unanticipated ways. I wanted to delve into some of the core components of
my musical craft, and I hoped to infuse them with a new vitality.

In the first movement, I start from a chord (the dominant seventh) ubiquitous in many musical genres, from nineteenth-
century symphonies to the twelve-bar blues. But rather than using the chord as a means to an end, I view it as an object
of musical exploration in its own right, treating it like a hub where many different harmonic paths converge. The music
explores these paths in turn, winding through the orchestra in lively and colorful fashion.

The second movement is by far the longest of the three, comprising over half the total playing time of the work. The
movement is a very free reimagining of the aria “What Power Art Thou” from Henry Purcell’s King Arthur,@lso known
as the “Cold Song.” In Purcell’s aria, the spirit of winter (the “Cold Genius”) is summoned to life: here, then, I use the
word “elemental” not only as an adjective, but also as a noun, referring to the primal forces of nature that thexGold Genius
embodies. In my version, I freely transform the shivering staccato motif and aspects of the harmonic progression from
Purcell’s original, gradually building to an intense, chilling depiction of the Cold Genius. Fittinglysl finished this piece
on a day of subzero temperatures in central Illinois.

The brief third movement revisits materials from the first, but in a distorted, out-of-order fashion—perhaps as if being
recalled from a distant memory. The music eventually transforms itself into a jig that givesswayto a grotesque, march-
like climax.
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